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Richland County Solid Waste 
Management's (RCSW) 
Environmental Classroom offers 
In-Classroom and Field Trip 
Programs that correlates with 
Ohio’s Learning Standards for 
Science as they relate to Reduce, 
Reuse, and Recycle, and the 
environment. Field Trips may be accompanied with 1 of 4 tours.  

RCSW also offers Teaching Partnerships which allow for the education specialist to 
visit with your students throughout the year. Visits can be scheduled 2 or 3 times 
throughout the year or more frequently depending on your grade level needs.  

For scheduling, please contact Kristin at kyoshioka@richlandrecycles.com or call 
419-774-5861. Please provide your name, email address, contact phone number, 
grade level, number of students, activity or programs of interest, and needed 
scheduled time frame. All requests must be confirmed by you and RCSW via email 
for booking. 
 
 
Help RCSW get ready for the holidays! Book a reduce, 
reuse, and recycle learning session while creating holiday 
ornaments for you and our Kingwood Center holiday tree by 
October 1. Help repurpose plastic, puzzle pieces, greeting 
cards and more into a favorite ornament for a favorite 
holiday tree.  

**More on-line options available with COVID Restrictions** 



 The Environmental Classroom 
1125 National Parkway, Mansfield, OH 44903 
419-774-5861 

Our In-Class programs offer the ability to bring recycling into the classroom.  

The lessons for the programs correlate with Ohio’s Learning Standards for Science 
(OLSS), Grades 2-5. In addition, each has a focus on RCSW’s mission and emphasizes reduce, 
reuse and recycle. Programs in alignment with OLSS are also available for 1st grade. Call 419-
774-5861 or email Kristin for details and for our Kindergarten Storytelling options. 

Teachers may opt to have RCSW’s educational specialist on site for programs #1 through #3 or 
to administer the activities without the specialist. An option for on-line interaction between 
the class and RCSW’s education specialist is also available. Programs #1 through #3 are 
delivered to the school prior to the reserved date and picked up the day after the reserved 
date. 

All  programs are reserved on a first come basis. 

 

In-Class Programs for 2nd and 3rd graders 

1) Understanding Plastics and Physical Change: Making Shrinky-Dinks with thermoplastic 
material or repurposing plastic water bottles 

• Witness physical change as the thermoplastic material shrinks right in front of 
your eyes or repurpose a plastic water bottle into a terrarium… or something else! 
This activity gives new purpose to used plastics.  

• Learn about the different kinds of plastics. Sort through a tub of materials that 
represent plastics #1 through #7. Discuss the pros and cons of different plastics, 
and discuss what is recyclable and what isn’t.  (Teacher guide provided with this 
activity.) 

2) Compost, Paper and Repurposed Art  

• Learn about compost with Compost Stew. Then experience an outdoor scavenger 
hunt with paper bags decorated with the help of nature. 

• Make plant starters with cardboard tubes and RCSW’s compost. 

• Repurpose old puzzle pieces into art. 
3) Make ornaments out of recycled materials for any holiday 

• Use pinecones, plastics, paper and other materials for holiday ornaments while 
learning about reduce, reuse, and recycle. 



Field Trips and In-Class Programs 
 
 
In-Class Programs 4 through 6 are shortened versions of Field Trip programs and require 
RCSW’s education specialist. Students may interact directly and in person with RCSW or 
through a web-based interface such as Zoom if face-to-face interaction is restricted. 

Each field trip may be accompanied with a  tour at one of the following facilities: Gorman 
Nature Center, Rumpke Landfill, Historical South Park, or the Compost Facility 

4) Dinosaurs Protecting Our Planet (Field Trip or In-Class program with suggested grade 
levels: 2-3) is designed for group game play and is formatted off of the 1992 book 
written by Laurie Krasny Brown and Marc Brown and published by Little, Brown & Co. 
Students will learn how to reduce by using less; create new uses for things that have 
been used – like egg cartons, paper towel tubes, and plastic water bottles; and learn 
how to recycle everyday items the “dinosaur way.” A Trashy Scavenger Hunt may be 
experienced at RCSW (weather permitting). Reduce, Reuse and Recycle is a heavy 
emphasis of this program  and is geared towards student led discussions centering on 
natural resources, animals, and habitats. Suggested field trips include RCSW’s Compost 
Facility, Historical South Park or the Rumpke Landfill. Students must be divided into 
about 5 discussion groups prior to the start of the program. 
 

5) Lessons from the Lorax (Field Trip or In-Class Program with suggested grade levels: 2-
4) focuses on the environmental lessons preserved in Dr. Seuss’s 1971 book published 
by Random House. The lessons are presented visually through modern day examples 
that relate to the story. Natural resources and greenhouse gases such as water vapor; 
carbon dioxide and methane; and the greenhouse effect are introduced to students. 
Also discussed are vanishing species and the importance of reduce, reuse, and recycle. A 
DIY project is incorporated into the Lorax expereince. Suggested field trip: Historical 
South Park.  
 

6) Game Day Challenge (Field Trip or In-Class Program with suggested grade levels: 3-
6) : What do you know about recycling and litter and how they alter the environment? 
Together we learn about what is and isn’t recyclable. Then we put to test our learned 
knowledge through game play with games like Jeopardy, Trash Bingo, Musical Recycling, 
and Recycle Me Potato. These games review the 3 R’s, climate change, landfills and 
more.  At the end of the day, we repurpose recyclable items into a take home craft – 
or…is that a game too…? All field trip tours will support this program (but you can only 
pick one)!  
 

 
 



Field Trips (no option for In-Class Programming) 
 

1) Let’s make paper!  Back by popular demand for 3rd and 4th graders! This August, 
September or May activity conducted at the Environmental Classroom focuses on paper 
making and the importance of trees. A fieldtrip to the Compost Facility or the Historical 
South Park is highly encouraged, and the day’s activities relate to the importance of paper 
in the recycling stream. Students get to create with compost while making things like 
bagging for nature and compile post (3rd graders) or they will test their skills at a compost 
loom (4th graders). They get to collect soil samples and add them to compostable pots, and 
they get to learn about the importance of trees before making a crafty piece of paper. 

2) Building a Sustainable Community for 4th through 6th grade includes interactive 
discussions related to natural resources, renewable energy sources, recycling, litter, and 
landfill construction. Student groups build a mini community, which contains a home, 
landfill, recycling center, nature preserve, compost and garden made from recycled or 
repurposed materials.  Suggested field trip: Gorman Nature Center (not available in May). 

 

For a day field trip and tour, RCSW will reimburse the cost of one bus per school (up to 
$100.00 a year). 

The field trip and tour begin around 9:30am at the tour location and will end around 2:00pm 
(or earlier if stipulated by the teacher). The Educational Rep will meet the students by the 
school bus at the designated tour location. RCSW’s Permission slips must be completed 
prior to students exiting the bus. 

Don’t forget to bring a lunch and one adult helper for each group of 5 students. 

**RCSW also works with 4-H Groups, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Home -School Students, and 
generally all students in the K-12 Richland County district. Call Kristin at 419-774-5861 for 
setting up an appointment.** 

We look forward to seeing you.  Have a great year! 

 

***For teachers in Richland County looking to schedule a program, please contact Kristin at 

kyoshioka@richlandrecycles.com or call 419-774-5861. Please provide your name, email address, contact 

phone number, grade level, number of students, activity or programs of interest, and needed scheduled time 

frame.  

All requests must be confirmed by you and RCSW via email for booking. 

https://www.richlandrecycles.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Permission_Visitor-Access-Agreement_Photo-Release.pdf


Teaching Partnerships 

Looking to have RCSW’s education specialist at your school throughout the year to help 
engage students with Ohio’s Learning Standards of Science? How about creating a Teaching 
Partnership? Visits can be scheduled 2 or 3 times a year. Visits can also be structured more 
frequently depending on your school’s grade level needs. 

A sample curriculum follows: 

1st grade: The students learn about composting through RCSW’s compost facility’s operations 
and an interactive play on words: the students create their own compost through the guidance 
of RCSW’s representative and the book: Compost Stew by Mary McKenna Siddals, 2010 
(Dragonfly Books). Basic recycling is also introduced to students through an activity that 
incorporates sorting. 

1st grade: learn about reduce, reuse, and recycle through the Earth Ninja by Mary Nhin (2019, 
Grow Grit Press). Students get to make the book come alive through participation that relates 
to the book’s concepts on reduce, reuse, and recycle and Ninja play (of course). In addition, 
Freddy the Fish swims into the discussion to demonstrate the importance of litter-free water 
ways. 

 

2nd grade: Dinosaurs Protecting Our Planet: Students learn about reduce, reuse, and recycle 
through group game play. Students must be divided into about 5 discussion groups prior to the 
arrival of the education specialist. 

Students are introduced to natural resources; how to reduce by using less; creating new uses 
for things that have been used – like egg cartons, paper towel tubes, and plastic water bottles; 
and how to recycle everyday items the “dinosaur way.” 

Students will have the opportunity to repurpose an everyday household item, such as turning 
a toilet paper roll into a bird feeder, a seed starter, or a windsock. 

(This program is easily adaptable to third graders – program becomes more challenging and 
encourages repurposing everyday items that the students bring to class) 

2nd grade: What is recyclable? What isn’t? Students are introduced to every day household 
items that can be recycled as well as things that are often thought to be recyclable but are 
destined for the trash. The class ends with each student creating a Leapin’ for Recycling board 
game that will help instill the day’s lessons. 

 



3rd grade: Let’s learn all about plastics! Witness physical change as a thermoplastic material 
shrinks right in front of your eyes or repurpose a plastic water bottle into a terrarium… or 
something else! Plastics activities give new purpose to used plastics! 

Overall, this lesson reviews different kinds of plastics and discusses the pros and cons of 
different plastics. We talk about limited natural resources and what science is doing today to 
create plastic out of natural resources. 

If plastics isn’t your bag, then let’s talk trees. We will discuss the importance and role of trees 
within a sustainable community. At the end of the discussion, we will perform a little upcycling 
with paper and/or cardboard, so students can bring home the day’s lessons.   

3rd grade: (this lesson can be easily adapted to 2nd grade students): Lessons from the 
Lorax RCSW’s educational specialist discusses Dr. Seuss’s 1971, Random House story about the 
Lorax who speaks for the trees as the ecosystem of the Truffula Trees is destroyed by the 
Once-ler who brings about environmental destruction for a silly invention that everyone thinks 
they need. 

The environmental lessons within the story are presented visually through modern day 
examples related to the story. Natural resources, climate change and greenhouse gases such 
as water vapor; carbon dioxide and methane are introduced to the students. This discussion 
weaves into the presentation vanishing species; the importance of reduce, reuse, and recycle; 
and more. Students are asked to demonstrate what they believe the world would look like 
with certain properties missing in their environment. 

 

4th grade: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle – What is recyclable? How does recycling work? What can 
really be made from recyclable items? All of these questions will be addressed during this 
program. At the end of the discussion, students will have the opportunity to create art out of 
recyclables they bring into the class. Students will collaborate with other students in their 
designs. 

4th grade: Recycle Me Bingo! A discussion first reviews facts about recycling and litter. The 
students are quizzed on their knowledge through a jeopardy like format. Then the students 
are further challenged with a truth in facts concept through game play.  Students learn about 
Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle; Natural Resources; the Greenhouse Effect/Climate Change; 
Landfills; and Litter and Trash. 

For teachers in Richland County looking to schedule Teacher Partnerships, an In-Class Program or Field Trip, 

please contact Kristin at kyoshioka@richlandrecycles.com or call 419-774-5861. Please provide your name, 

email address, contact phone number, grade level, number of students, activity or programs of interest, and 

needed scheduled time frame. All requests must be confirmed by you and RCSW via email for booking. 


